
on July 28-29, 2015, at the Vero
Beach Museum of Art. Dr. Phil
Flemming of Scottsdale,
Arizona, has been designated
the Academic Coordinator
charged with coordinating the
topics to be presented and
choosing the presenters. It is
anticipated that a wide range of
subject matters will be
incorporated into the agenda, all
of which deals with the 1715
Fleet and related topics.

3. As previously reported,
Captain Hiram’s Resort in
Sebastian, Florida has already
reserved a block of rooms at
their facility on the Sebastian
River for the week of July 26,
2015, through August 2, 2015. 
Subscribers to PLVS VLTRA
Newsletter (and their guests)
may contact the Resort now at
1-772-388-8588. Ask for
“reservations” and give the
password “1715” to secure your
special rate accommoda-
tions. Discussions are already
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Planning such a significant
happening as the
Commemoration of the 1715
Spanish Treasure Fleet
Disaster is an enormous
task. 1715 Fleet Society
Director Ben Costello has
enlisted the aid of (among so
many others) the Florida
United Numismatist officers
and committee members,
some State of Florida
Archaeological officials, and
local Chambers of Commerce
on the Treasure Coast. Firm
results so far are as follows:

1. The 2015 FUN Coin Show
(their 60th Annual), being held
at the Orange County
Convention Center in Orlando
January 8-11, will host a
selected display of the State of
Florida’s large collection of
artifacts and sunken treasure
from the 1715 Fleet, thereby
kicking off the several
commemorative events in
Florida next year. This exhibit
has been in the works for the
last several years, and a great
amount of time and energy has
been devoted to organizing this
display. Special thanks go out
to: David Dickel, Florida
Division of Historical
Resources; Bob Hurst, Past
President & Board Member of
FUN; and Ernie Richards
(who?).

2. The 1715 Fleet Society will
sponsor a two-day Symposium

taking place with other
hotels in the Treasure Coast
towns of Vero Beach and
Fort Pierce for similar,
special arrangements.

4. Captain Hiram’s Resort
will also be the venue for the
“official” 1715 Fleet
Society’s Banquet the
evening of Thursday, 30
July. Some of the “1715
Fleet Salvage Vessels” will
be docked just a few steps
from the Resort on the
Sebastian River [look for
the big aluminum “elbows”

on the sterns of these boats —
ed.]

5. A very special, printed “300th
Anniversary Commemorative
Program” is also being planned
in conjunction with the banquet
at Captain Hiram’s Resort on
Thursday, July 30, 2015. A
limited number of these
programs will be available —
those attending the banquet
receiving one as part of their
ticket price. Our plan is to offer
advertising space for those
entities wishing to be a part of
this Commemorative
Program. Space will also be
offered for individuals who
would like to express their
thoughts or comments on this
historic event. The cost of this
advertising will be used to help
offset many of the expenses
incurred by the Fleet Society in
arranging all of these programs
and projects.

—Ben Costello—Ben Costello—Ben Costello—Ben Costello—Ben Costello

Ben Costello, Founder 1715 Fleet Society


